
CHEMISTRY POETRY UNIT (Revised 2019) 

OBJECTIVE: 

• To explore the characteristics of elements, compounds ,and scientists of your choice and present your research 

findings in a creative way. 

PROCEDURE: 

• The poetry forms you will use are: Diamond/Diamonte, Nature Personified Poem and Yes, But Poem, Limerick, 

Haiku, 5W's,Cinquain. Bio Poem, Acrostic and a Concrete/Shaped Poem. You will use the format for each of the 

poetry types, but you will have the flexibility to change the format to make it specific to elements, compounds, 

or scientists. 

• The Diamond/Diamonte poetry form will contrast a metal to a nonmetal. For the other poetry forms you may 

chose any element, compound of your choice. You must chose a different element for each of the poetry forms. 

Your choice of Scientists must be preapproved. You may only use an element once. 

• You must cite each website you used formatted according to MLA. On the back of your paper include a 

bibliography for each website used. 

GRADING: 

• Your grade will be determined based on the research presented, accuracy of poetry forms and creative display 

of your work 

DIAMOND/DIAMONTE: 

Line 1: one noun (subject #1) 

Line 2: two adjectives (describing subject #1) 

Line 3: three Participles (ending in —ing, telling about subject #1) 

Line 4: four nouns (first two related to subject #1, next two related to subject #2) 

Line 5: three Participles (ending in —ing, telling about subject #2) 

Line 6: two adjectives (describing subject #2) 

Line 7: one noun (subject #2) 

Gold 

Conductor, Inert 

Shining, Panning, Costing 

Jewelry, Alloys, Halogen, Fatal 

Reacting, Irritating, Disinfecting 

Electrolyte, Greenish-Yellow 

Chlorine 



NATURE PERSONIFIED POEM: 

Title: Element 	 Carbon 

Line 1: Title and How it arrives or begins 	 Carbon is the main component of all life 

Line 2: Tell what it does 	 Transforms to oil 

Line 3: And how it does it 	 By plants decomposing over time 

Line 4: And where it is 	 Found deep in the earths crust 

Line 5: Tell how it leaves 	 Drawn up from the earth for fuel 

YES, BUT POEM: 

Line 1: The name of your special element 	 Oxygen 

Line 2: Two descriptive words separated by "and" or "but" 	 Life giving but corrosive 

Line 3: What the element does and how 	 Combusts with HZ to make HZO 

Line 4: Write a simile using "as" 	 02  is as important as food 

Line 5: 1 wish........ 	 I wish it did not cause my bike to rust! 

HAIKU: a form of Japanese poetry. Haikus are often about nature. Haikus do not rhyme. 

Line 1: five syllables 	 Warm golden color 

Line 2: seven syllables 	 Alloy of copper and Zinc 
	 k~ f- +kw Hitt v►tv  lore 

Line 3: five syllables 	 Trumphets and Trombones 	 .to vn  is a lo 

CINQUAIN 

Line 1: A noun 	 Mercury 

Line 2: Two adjectives 	 silvery, shiny 

Line 3: Three "-ing" verbs 	 Poisoning, Amalgamating, Polluting 

Line 4: Phrase 	 Known to ancient societies 

Line 5: Synonym for the first noun 	 Quicksilver 



Bio Poem: are about a person. They are 10 lines long and follow a specific pattern. They do not rhyme. 

Line 1: First name 

Line 2: Four adjectives 

Line 3: Son/Daughter of 

Line 4: Who loves 

Line 5: Who fears 

Line 6: Who needs 

Line 7: Who gives 

Line 8: Who would like to see 

Line 9: Resident of 

Line 10: Last name  

Wilhelm 

Inquisitive, experimenting, lecturing, photography 

Son of a cloth merchant and Charlotte 

Who loves investigating crystals and physical phenomena 

Who fears his work with radiation may have contributed to his death 

Who needs no monetary compensation for his discovery of X-Rays 

Who gave us the diagnostic tool of X-Rays 

Who would like to see pictures of bones produced with X-Rays 

Resident of Munich Germany 

Roentgen 

5 W Poem: tells a story by answering five questions that all begin with W. The questions themselves do not appear in 

the poem and the poem does not rhyme. 

Line 1: Who  (or what) is the poem about? 

Line 2: What  is he, she, or it doing? 

Line 3: When  is this action taking place? 

Line 4: Where  does it take place: 

Line 5: Why  does it take place:  

Marie and Pierre Curie 

Experimenting with Pitchblende 

In the 1890's 

At the School of Chemistry and Physics in Paris France 

Proving the existence of a new radioactive element Radium 

ACROSTIC: the subject of the poem is written in capital letters down the page. The letters of the word are then used for 
the first letter in each line. 

Noble Gas 

Element number 10 on the Periodic Table 

Odor-less and tasteless 

Non-reactive 



LIMERICK: is a five-line humorous poem, usually about a person. They rhyming pattern for a limerick is AABBA.. 
Also the first, second and fifth lines are about twice as long( 8-10 syllables) as the third and fourth lines (5 syllables). 
Limericks also often start with the words, "There once was 	" 

There once was a man named Scheele 

Who thought that elements were quite a big deal 

After he discovered Chlorine 

He took a big whiff, fled the scene 

And let out a really loud squeal! 

Concrete Poetry: (aka: shaped poetry or picture poetry) you may choose an element or a compound. The form that the 
poem is written in, mirrors the topic of the poem. There are.three traditional ways this is done: (1) the poem can follow 
the outline of the object, (2) the poem can fill a shape that is the subject of the poem, or (3) the poem can use the way 
words are written on the page to form an image. 
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